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The JESTER’S RE1GN by Beyne Grainger reviewd by Bradbury

As the bk opens we find a strange SOUND echoing all over the world, a tink-
ling noise that grows louder. Scientists claim it is coused by sunspots, Some
claim it is caused by the Earth's passing thru a cometail. A Berlin sound expert
a¥plains that he caused it in exparimentation. The Maeterlinck Society claims it
is the 1lafter of the Unborn Children. A newspaper wag promptly asks Y anyone
shoud lef at the prospect of bzing born. Snarko, a magician, claims it is alil
hypnotism, He then bilds g temple on the Hudson river, by centributions. ANye
way, it makes aeveryone feel & act silly (nalmost lik~» scientifictionists). #We
find, much to our amusement, the Earth under a microscope & one of the Gods in
his leb picks cut a young man in Central Pk by the name of Edwin & asks him ques—
tions. Edwin agrees to q plan, that, if given the power by the god, he will try
to alleviate the pain & sorrow on Earth for cne month. He is calid rhe Jester,
The god agrees & chuckles. This was the Sound heard all over the world. #Then,
all very humorously, singing breaks out all o¥er the world, People sing 0 ¥y Cod
»++0 ¥y God! tc the tune of ™3 Blind Mice". Embarast & chagrind, the p=ople find
themselves uttering nursery rimes, Even dogs & cats utter musical sounds, Cn
the scraens cinemactors sing th-ir linss, Congressmen exhort in ‘cantatas, pizzie
cate, Subway riders sing "whers is the subway to Atlantic Avenoo?" to the tune
of "John Brown's Body'. We can imagine soldiers coming at eachother in trenchs,
bavonets up, singing "Some of these days...I'm gonna miss yous«—toney?” From here
on the bk gets gay. Cxposing the plot woud be crucle~U'lid have to read it YOu =
self. Well-wPitten, pleasingly fresh, exciting; get & read IHE JESTER'S REIGK ..
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THE YOUNG MEN ARE COMING! weshic
Reviewd by Leslyn Mac Donald Heinlein

EITHER thls bk is a clinical study in self=~delusion or a colossal leg—pull of thre
whole British Fascist movement. If it is to be taken seriously then it is a tragecy
of confusion & if It is satire it is hiscomedy rivalling GULLIVER. & this reviewer
's unable to decide which way the author is drivina., #The style is, ofcourse, amaz~
ing. There are passages of lyric becauty which have both the poetry & incoharence of
Wm Blake. & there are catalogings that are magnificent in the swesp of their detail.
3ut somehow thers is a selfwconsciousness about the whole thing that reminds me of
nothing so much as Rooth Tarkinaton's "Little Orvie'sea'Look, look at ma; See! This
is the way I 8o Il " #The plot is amusing (the plot aside from the political tract
that s] «= the old man who is rejuvenated % pursues the lovely woman (& women) only
to flnd she is his old wifs, herself Penewd. The stfongest hint that the author him-
self doesnt think the hero's heroics are so smart is that he gives the character of
the wife an amused cynicism tord her spouse's braveemeumivorldliness., #This metamor~
phosis occurs whan old Dr warwick, a great English scientist, flnds his garden inva-
ded one nite by 2 beautiful beings from a planet of another galaxy than ours. Thay
kidnap him for a ride in search of a special sand for some of thelr alchamy, in the
course of whlch he mests the most interesting character in the bk =~ an Eag —~ an
£gg, by the way, with 2 mothers & | father, The habits, customs & philosophy 0f the
several types of beings who inhabit the planet from which the visitation has come
make most amusing reaading. There is a bit of Epicurus, a dash of EfMpedocles & Demo=
critus, & a good large dos= of Primitive Christianity in the cosmology of the Egg-—e
but no quotation marks. #Whan the CGuardians of the Egg find he has talkt too much
to the old earthman they decide to changa the latter into a Young Man rathar than
destroy him for knowing too much. What happens when an old geezer gets an overdose
of hormones is the rest of the text. It woud be unfair to give away the develop -
ments——suffice it to say he plays merry hob with Things As They Are & we never do
know what Utopia hz is goling to bring out of the shuffle. #As for the political
philosophy®=it's just the same old totalitarianish; the sum is greater than the
parts; how hdly to lay down your Iife for *he Stats; come on, l=t's all forget we're
simian & play we'ra 2ants or bess. PRut whethar it 1s spoken in the ponderous senten-
ces of Marx or the hysterical maundsrings of Hitler or the molten music of The Cos—
mic F£gg who Instructs the haro of THE YOUNG MEN... | still say it's spinach.

The Pallld Giantﬁ_e_yl_e_gg by Panl Freelafer

PIZPRREPONT B, JNOYYS was p Shortly aiter “orld Var I, anpointed American Commissioner in the Rhine~
land, where he mind a jesn insight into Turopean molities & predicted the inevitable consenuences of the folly
nf the Peace Conference. That farsaipht is avnrest in The Pailid Giante=as Fantastiec neval pertinant when id "’
was writtan over a decads ago & doubly &0 mow. The Pallid Ginnt?—it is fear, the fear hich aven now seems
to bz Ariving manlind (o destruction. "The ghastly develorment of war's destructiveness during the last fifty
years has made 1t think in terms of fear, and thare !s no more deadly peison in human counsels than fear.,, If
the hlstory of the next generation s not mor: terribie than anytiing the world has ever experiénced, it will,
3t ledast, be vary miserable,” So cays Noyes din  his novel, “ndus & Walters, 2 men connected with the Peace
Coaferanes, urdertaks a ssarch for Cro-Mngnon ralics in Senthern Franca) & Lere they discover the Grotio Glorie
euse, which contains a mss far older than ary praviously kipmwm record——tle record left by the last of a vaaisht
race, humar ia form & all too human in setion, It tells of their civilizatinc & of their salfadestruction,
brot about hy the PALLIT GIANT, fear. & this aros: frop the Aiservery of Klepton~Holorlif, a force nf univer—
sal death, = ray which coud work from great distances & thru mountais barriere, Adeatrnying all living things

which i1 tmcht. A1l wepa afpadid, moddsnd by the Feur that the whin of asothar pnight bring death unon them;
tie thot edre that anly I;- '-rif‘,l 3”»‘1: all nth-a?-?: who Yoew the s=crat night peacn "he !ln-g]% about, & sn uaﬁons Aen

atroyd sachother wunti] orly a few familys were 1aft—=& aven they, driven or by fear, did not dare stop & die
card their ow: weapone, leat sone ane of then might ot n so. S0, figelly; their complete Aestruction was ac~
complisiit & nnly 2 mec wers laft, They devated their lives tn the devalopnent of a Vsubshuman! rocewmliving os
tistant islonds & igonred during the madnssseaic +o leawing tha ressnge o wersing, #Such madness, =o pictured,
does not sesm irpossible but only too real & likely. The lea! of the nations erye to his council: "I fear
not their desire to kill. Even they arm not so wicked as to crave the death of millions. [ fear their fear.
Thay dare not 1et us live, knowing or even fearing that ws have a power so torribls, to kill. From ncw oa
thare is no middle-ground. Two nations, both with 'Kleptor=Yolorif,' mzy not l1ive side by sid=. Such unseen,
eve™present threat of death would soon break throuzh mn's thin veneer of selfecontrol into the bottomless
pool of fear, and then,-eei{thar another people would inherit all the earth alone, or we 3lone. 'TP: they or
we, " YThe bk ends with » hint of the discovery of a Penthray, found by the nations even then sitting at ~
"Peace Confarance’, & the thot that klspton-Kolorif & THE PALLIT GIAAT might soon be abroad again., Ater ecad—
ing it you have a greater feeling of the lorror of tha evente of today & a realization of the payehologieal

forces in man which may rt=move hipn & his works from the face of the cearth,



